
150th ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

NOVEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 
From whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which 

it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that 
it builds itself up in love. 

Ephesians 4:16 
 

Words from the gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16... 

‘Who do you say that I am?’ 
‘You are the Christ, the son of the living God.’ 
‘Good for you Simon son of Jonah... you are Peter (Petra=“Rock”) and on this rock I will 
build my church.’ 
 
Jane and I celebrated our wedding anniversary last month. Looking back at the wedding 

photographs, we see two young people, very different from ourselves now, yet somehow 
the same. I remember my nerves on the day, but not much about what I was thinking of 
the future.  

It’s anniversary time for us at Stotfold Methodist Church. Looking back 150 years, we 
wonder what they thought, the people who built this church. What were their hopes? How 
did they see the future? It was a very different time then. Religion was on the increase, 
church was popular. 
What if we look farther back, to when the first churches began, what were their hopes? The 

first century churches were small, poor and persecuted. No public buildings, just meeting in 
homes. The church started as an underground movement, word of mouth, transformed 
lives, hoping fully in Jesus Christ for their future. ‘On this rock’ said Jesus ‘I will build my 

church.’ The rock of belief in Jesus, the Christ, the messiah, the Son of the living God.  
As we celebrate our church anniversary, it’s worth looking back to remind ourselves of why 
we’re here. It was Jesus Christ who started it, building his church on the belief that Saint 

Peter showed. Jesus Christ is why we have church, he is why we have good news to share, 
he is our reason for investing so much of our lives in building and running our church. We're 
150 years away from the people who started to this work in this place, but our Lord Jesus is 
the same now as he was then, and as he was when Peter declared his belief in him. How do 
we see our future? Surely it's in our belief in our Saviour Jesus, the Christ, the son of the 
living God.  
 
Graham  

 
Sunday Services 

 

STOTFOLD METHODISTS 
the church on the crossroads 



Time 

10.00am 
10.00am 
10.00am 

 
10.00am 

Date 

3 November 
10 November 
17 November 

 
24 November 

Preacher 

Catherine Edmonds 
Christine Warren 
United 150th Anniversary Service with Arlesey 

and Baldock – Rev David Chapman 
Andy Searle 

 

What’s On 

Time and Date 
10.00 to 11.30am Saturday 2.11.19 
2.00pm Each Monday 
2.00pm Thursday 21.11.19 

Event 
Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy 
Monday Club 
Carers Group 

 

Minister 
Church Secretary & Hall Hire 
Senior Steward 

Rev Graham Claydon-Knights 07340 857386 
Julie Longhurst 01462-731167 
Maggie Turner 01462-731030 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
150th Anniversary Celebrations 

 

 
Friday 15 November – 7.30pm a concert will be performed by Stotfold Christian Choir. 
Saturday 16 November- 10.00am to 4.00pm displays and photographs of church and 

activities and by kind permission of Michael Everitt a display of “Old Stotfold” photographs.  
Tea, coffee and cakes will be served. 



Sunday 17 November – 10.00am Church Anniversary Service led by Rev David Chapman 
(Chair of the Beds, Herts and Essex District).  All are welcome to attend this Celebration 
Service. 

 
Weekend 7/8 December Christmas Fair and Crib Festival 
 

Saturday 7 December- 9.30am to 12.30pm Christmas Fair the church will be open to view 
the cribs. 
Sunday 8 December- Church will be open at 2.00pm to view the cribs followed by a Carol 

Service amongst the cribs at 3.00pm. 
 

If anyone would like to lend a crib for the festival, please let Frances know. 
 

We will need help over both the November and December weekends if anyone 

can help in any capacity please let the stewards know. 
 

 

 
 

www.stotfoldmethodists.org.uk 


