
150th ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

OCTOBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 
Let us love not just with words and in speech, but with actions and in truth. 

John 3:14-20 
 

Natural Buoyancy 

 

One of the best experiences in life is being accepted, without judgement, just as we are. It's 
an experience that human beings can give each other freely. In my work as a Methodist 
minister, acceptance is an important part, because I hope to share faith in a God who will 
also accept a person unconditionally. Being accepted can give a person a sort of natural 
buoyancy through life.  
I am writing this on Battle of Britain day. In his final book "Fare Well in Christ", W. H. 
Vanstone wrote about his experience learning to be a pilot in World War Two: Far too many 
pilots were dying, some because they couldn't swim when they came down in the English 
Channel. So when he began training, all pilots had to learn to swim. He'd had the good 
fortune of learning at a local swimming baths, but most hadn't, so he had to teach. They 
had a very few days to succeed or face disciplinary action, so they immediately set to work. 
But after several days of intensive training, progress was poor. The students kept sinking! 
Eventually he realised that they were concentrating so hard on moving their arms and legs 
correctly that they were contracting their bodies, resisting natural buoyancy. So, the next 
day Vanstone tried a more relaxed approach, with races, messing about, chasing. The 
students were worrying less about how they moved and thus found themselves floating 

easily. They all learnt to swim that day.  
Vanstone remembered this when explaining that God’s grace, God's unconditional 
acceptance, is like natural buoyancy. By worrying too much about living or looking "right", a 
person can struggle to "stay afloat". But by trusting in God's love, revealed in Jesus, a 
person can learn to float naturally.  
Learning to swim was a slow process for me.  My “doggy paddle” style was enough to get 
me a certificate for a width of the pool but no good for anything else because it was so 
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exhausting to keep afloat. As an adult, I eventually allowed someone to teach me how to 
swim more naturally, so that swimming became a joy. It can take time to trust in the 
acceptance offered to us, by God or anyone else. By accepting another person, just as they 

are, anyone can pass on the gift of acceptance to another. In an age of criticism and 
judgement, online and other media, my hope is that we can learn something of the healing 
power of acceptance and bring some natural buoyancy to each other's lives.  

Graham  
 
Sunday Services 

 

Time 
10.00am 

10.30am 
 
10.45am 

10.00am 

Date 
6 October 

13 October 
 
20 October 

27 October 

Preacher 
Frank Needham 

United Communion Service at Arlesey Rev 
Graham Claydon-Knights 
United Service at Baldock Alison Ffinch 

Rev John Whittle 

 
What’s On 

Time and Date 

10.00 to 11.30am Saturday 5.10.19 
2.00pm Each Monday 
2.00pm Thursday 17.10.19 

2.00pm Tuesday 8.10.19 
7.30pm Friday 11.10.19 

Event 

Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy 
Monday Club 
Carers Group 

Autumn Church Council 
Quiz Evening 

 

Minister 
Church Secretary & Hall Hire 
Senior Steward 

Rev Graham Claydon-Knights 07340 857386 
Julie Longhurst 01462-731167 
Maggie Turner 01462-731030 

 

Please can everyone try and attend the church council meeting on 8 October 
when decisions will be made about the future of our church building. 

 

150th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

 

Friday 15 November – 7.30pm a concert will be performed by Stotfold Christian Choir. 
Saturday 16 November- 10.00am to 4.00pm displays and photographs of church and 
activities and by kind permission of Michael Everitt a display of “Old Stotfold” photographs.  
Tea, coffee and cakes will be served. 
Sunday 17 November – 10.00am Church Anniversary Service led by Rev David Chapman 

(Chair of the Beds, Herts and Essex District).  All are welcome to attend this Celebration 
Service. 
 

Did you attend Sunday School or church and have any old photographs of church activities 
from the past?  We would be delighted to borrow them for the weekend.  Please let Eileen 
know. 

Weekend 7/8 December Christmas Fair and Crib Festival 
 
Saturday 7 December- 9.30am to 12.30pm Christmas Fair the church will be open to view 

the cribs. 
Sunday 8 December- Church will be open at 2.00pm to view the cribs followed by a Carol 
Service amongst the cribs at 3.00pm. 



 
If anyone would like to lend a crib for the festival, please let Frances know. 
 

We will need help over both the November and December weekends if anyone 
can help in any capacity please let the stewards know. 
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