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Jesus said: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. Luke 6: 27-35 

For God so loved...  

 

Bad things can really hurt a person's faith in God. Conversely, faith in God really 

helps people through bad things. As a Christian minister, my hope is in God and I 
want to help others find the same hope, but how do I deal with such a 

contradiction? Questions about evil and suffering are valid and I don't have better 
answers than anyone else, except that I start from the position of believing that God 

is real. Why do I start there? It's because of Jesus. I start there because of what 
historians and faith communities have written about Jesus of Nazareth, the life he 
lived, the death he died and the effect he had in the first century in the Roman-

controlled world. And I start there because of the change that belief in him and his 

death and resurrection has made to people today, especially to people whom others 
would regard as irredeemable. Robert Walmsley's hymn sums this up: 

Come let us sing of a wonderful love, tender and true; 
out of the heart of the Father above, streaming to me and to you: 
wonderful love dwells in the heart of the Father above. 
 
Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell, joyfully came; 
came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell, sharing their sorrow and 
shame; 
seeking the lost, saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 

 

If God is love, then why does he allow 
suffering? If God made everything, then 
why does evil exist? If God is...  then...  

 

STOTFOLD METHODISTS 
the church on the crossroads 



My prayer is that God would fill our lives with his wonderful love so that, through us, 

he might continue to help us face and also work to end evil and suffering. That’s no 
easy thing. It wasn’t for Jesus either. But it gives me hope in a loving God. 
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Sunday Services 

Time 
10.00am 
10.00am 

10.00am 
10.00am 
 

Date 
3 February 
10 February 

17 February 
24 February 
 

Preacher 
David Latter 
Frank Needham 

Hazel Beadle 
Rev Graham Claydon-Knights (Holy 
Communion) 

 

What’s On 

Time and Date 
10.00 to 11.30am Saturday 2.2.19 

2.00pm Tuesday 12.2.19 
2.00pm Mondays 
2.00pm Thursdays (third in month) 

9.30am Friday (term time only) 

Event 
Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy 

Church Council Meeting 
Monday Club 
Carers Group 

Toddlers Group 

 

Minister 
Church Secretary & Hall Hire 

Senior Steward 

Rev Graham Claydon-Knights 07340 857386 
Julie Longhurst 01462-731167 

Maggie Turner 01462-731030 

 
If anyone is interested in joining the church envelope scheme for regular giving, please 
contact the stewards as we have a few spare lots of envelopes. 
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