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John wrote to the first Christians: Let what you heard in the beginning remain in 

you.  Then you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 

John 2:24-28 
 

“a wonderful quirk of fate”? 

 
One of my favourite Psalms, 19, which begins with the words : 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 

 
I love the way that the writer describes the sky as "telling" us about God. Of course, not 
everyone shares that opinion, nor even understands it. Yet the things we see in the sky tell 
us much about our universe.  
In March 2015, I was fortunate to witness a spectacular partial eclipse of the Sun, despite 

cloudy weather in Bedfordshire. I was pleased to manage a photograph with my little 
camera. The best scientific research, however, is possible during a total solar eclipse, but did 
you know that total eclipses are only possible on our own planet? In his book, Wonders of 

the Solar System and the Universe (2014), Professor Brian Cox writes:  
On every other planet in the Solar System the moons are the wrong size and the wrong 
distance from the Sun to create the perfect perspective of a total solar eclipse. However, 

here on Earth the heavens have arranged themselves in perfect order. The Sun is 400 times 
the diameter of the Moon and, by sheer coincidence, it's also 400 times further away from 
the Earth (p.25). 
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Professor Cox calls this "a wonderful quirk of fate". That's not how I see it, of course. I am a 
fan of space and of science. Some people find this contradictory for a person of faith, but I 
think science continually reveals wonders beyond our imagination. For me, the only possible 

response is awe. As the psalmist says: 
The heavens are telling the glory of God!  
Rev. Graham. 
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